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PICrnS !!um? FROM PLANB 
FOUND AIJX IN BI,XD S&t’DIES 

Aerial photographing of bird8 is a valuable 

aid fn studying flock formations and in determining their rm.mbers, officials 

of the Bureau of Biological Survey, Vnited States Department of Agriculture, 

have concluded after studying photographs taken on a test flight, January 25. 

Survey8 from the air, however , can only be supplementary to ground observa- 

tions, the ornithologists of the bureau believe, because of the difficulty 

in identifying accurately the various kinds of birds seen from the air or 

shown in a picture. 

The’ experiment wae under the direction of Frederick C. Lincoln, an 

arnithologfst of the Biological Survey. After teHng off from Boiling Field 

in an Arzq photographic @mm gilated by Lieut. David W. Goodrich, the party 

cruised down the Potomac River to mar R’ort Washington. There Mr. Lincoln 

loo&Xl a f30& oi &ac& large enough for the purpoao of the oxpe*n%, aad 

Staff Ger,pmC &idrem 0. &i%or, of the Bzrq) A.Ir harps, 6jpertMqg a b;at%ery 

.of tmial caxnera8, made a geries of photagraphs, tor”an bactr or more, -P 

Mr. Lincoln, the plane circled over the birdu at altitudes varyfng from 

L.. 

X,500 to 300 feet, while the cameras racerdad ttitis positions and numbers of 

the birds, mostly canvasbacks and black ducks, as they were feeding on a bed 



of wild celery. 

The pfctures, ft was e=lained, were taken in seriescovering the 

entire area of water on which the ducks were feeding. After the various 

views were developd they were then matched and arranged in a mosaic shaw- 

ing in one photograph all the ducks in the flock, 

The photograpfis, the Biological Survey explained, were taken over 

an area where the birds regularly congregate in 3.arge numbers and should 

not be interpreted as representing a general abundance of waterfrwl. As 

a matter of fact, according to the bureau's estimates, there are less than 

half as many ducks this year even in thia region of concentration as there 

ware last year. 

-----w-e .w-md..-.m-- w 

645-32 


